
From: Matt Kales
To: Theresa Rabot; Jesse DElia; Jason Holm; Anna Harris; Paul Henson; Michael Carrier; Dennis Mackey; Jessica

Gonzales; Pat Deibert; Mark Sattelberg; Jodi Bush; Seth Willey; Scott Larson; Kevin Shelley; Larry Crist; Marla
Trollan; Theodore Stein; michael_fris@fws.gov; Mary Grim; Ted Koch; Scott Flaherty; Daniel Hottle

Cc: Michael Thabault; Nicole Alt
Subject: FW: Greater Sage-Grouse talking points
Date: Friday, January 30, 2015 3:03:36 PM
Attachments: Greater Sage Grouse Talking Points Jan 29.docx

Please see attached the subject info and please pardon any cross postings. Please note these are
internal BLM talking points, so please do not distribute outside our internal team at this time.
Thanks.
 
From: Noreen Walsh [mailto:noreen_walsh@fws.gov] 
Sent: Friday, January 30, 2015 2:31 PM
To: Michael Thabault; Matt Kales
Cc: Ren Lohoefener; Richard Hannan
Subject: FW: Greater Sage-Grouse talking points
 
Please share as appropriate with our team
 
From: Edwin Roberson [mailto:eroberso@blm.gov] 
Sent: Friday, January 30, 2015 2:11 PM
To: Sarah Greenberger; Dan Ashe; James Lyons; Gary Frazer; Noreen Walsh; Chris -FS Iverson; Steven
A Ellis; Bret Birdsong; Edward Boling; Michael_Bean@ios.doi.gov
Subject: Fwd: Greater Sage-Grouse talking points
 
Sage Advisors, 
As requested, here are the talking points we sent to our BLM leadership regarding where we
are in the planning process. Ed 

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Boddington, Celia" <cbodding@blm.gov>
Date: January 29, 2015 at 4:46:20 PM EST
To: BLM_ELT <BLM_ELT@blm.gov>, BLM_Field_Comm
<blm_field_comm@blm.gov>
Subject: Greater Sage-Grouse talking points

All -- 
 
As mentioned on recent calls, we've been coordinating with DOI on updated
talking points (attached) for use in outreach on our land use plans for the Greater
Sage-Grouse.  We will also share them with your comm leads.  
 
Please let us know if you have any questions. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Celia
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Status Update on BLM Land Use Plans for Greater Sage-Grouse

Internal Working Document

January 29

Talking Points for use by State Directors 

State Directors should be the point on communication with media within the state.  Please pass these talking points on to your district and field managers to ensure they have consistent communication.   .  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Talking Points



· The BLM’s multiple use and sustained yield mission requires us to find a balance between the full range of resources, including the conservation of crucial wildlife habitat, and resource uses. These principles have driven the development of BLMs conservation planning strategy for greater sage-grouse and its habitat.



· Our planning process has been complex and highly collaborative with meaningful coordination with the public serving as the cornerstone. Throughout the process, we have worked closely with a broad range of stakeholders, including Governors, State Fish and Game agencies, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Forest Service and many others.



· Working with our partners, as we move from draft plans to final, the BLM and USFS are resolving key issues (like disturbance limits and mitigation approaches) and are moving to complete our proposed land use plans/final EISs by late spring, and the records of decision by late summer. 



· We have confidence these plans when final will help ensure the long-term viability of the greater sage-grouse and other iconic wildlife species on public lands and the continued economic vitality of the West. 



· Strong Federal land use plans (BLM and USFS), however, will only get us part of the way in ensuring the long-term conservation of greater sage-grouse and avoid the need to list under the Endangered Species Act. 



· One third of sage-grouse habitat is administered by the states or is privately-owned.    For this reason, strong State plans as well as an effective strategy to reduce the risk of fire to greater sage-grouse habitat are key components of the range-wide strategy.  We are continuing our collaboration with our state and federal partners as well as private landowners to ensure all components of a range-wide strategy are in place.



· Together we can ensure listing of the greater sage-grouse is no longer warranted while preserving traditional Western economic activity that is also dependent on a healthy sagebrush range.





Key Elements to Land Use Plans:

· We are implementing key elements of the planning effort, which will enable us to achieve greater clarity and consistency across the range while honoring specific local approaches and conditions.   



· Key elements addressed include: 

· Limiting or eliminating new surface disturbance in sage-grouse priority habitat and minimizing additional disturbance in general habitat. 

· Improving  greater sage-grouse habitat condition

· Reducing the threat of rangeland fire to greater sage-grouse in the Great Basin by placing added priority prevention, suppression and restoration of sagebrush landscapes threatened by rangeland fire through improved federal-state-local collaboration and coordination. 
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